Dynamics of Anguillicola crassus (Nematoda: Dracunculoidea) infection in eels of Lake Balaton, Hungary.
Following the introduction of Anguillicola crassus into Lake Balaton, by 1991 the entire eel population became infected. At the same time, marked differences existed in the prevalence and intensity of infection between different areas of the lake. The highest prevalence values occurred in the eastern basin less densely populated with eels, while in the western basin a large proportion of the fish were free of infection. Helminth-free status accompanied by thickening of the swimbladder wall developed after intensive infections. In 1991, eel mortality could be observed only in the western basin. In 1992, the number of eels with swimbladders having a thickened wall but not containing helminths increased also in the central and eastern areas of the lake. Parallel to this, a mortality less expressed than the one in 1991 occurred in the central part of the lake. By 1993, a host-parasite equilibrium had become established in Lake Balaton.